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EAT. SHARE. GIVE
From a belief that our community members should have access to nutritious meals, regardless of
ability to pay, comes the first Eat. Share. Give. community fridge, adorned by artist Emily Davidson
and housed at Kirks’ Grocery.
It’s fitting to place this fridge at Kirks, a performance space, music venue, and art gallery in
downtown Billings, as it was the site of one of the community’s first grocers, opened by the Kirk
brothers in the early 1900s. The fridge has been lovingly decorated by Emily with deities
representing the bounty of harvest, the celebration of feast, and the sacred nature of food.
The fridge is stocked regularly and accessible during Kirks’ business hours. Patrons are asked to
observe social distancing and wear a mask before entering. Masks and hand sanitizer are also
provided.
This is the first in a series of community fridges to be placed throughout downtown, focused on
serving ready-made meals and stocked by Eat. Share. Give., the community’s first pay-what-youcan restaurant, opening this summer at 404 N. 30th. For more information on financially supporting
this project, donating food, or to volunteer, visit eatsharegive.org. Anna Paige

EMILY DAVIDSON
Emily Davidson is a Billings based artist. She is exhibiting new work at Kirks’ Grocery, March 5-26.
SD How did you end up in Billings, MT making art?
ED We originally come from the Detroit area but moved out here when I was
young, I went to school here and everything. My Dad has always been back
in Michigan, so a lot of time was spent there as well. After graduating high
school in Billings I moved to Missoula, then back to Detroit. I made custom
cutting tools for the car industry there. I came back to Billings mostly
because I was ready to leave Detroit and Montana was the other familiar
place. I went to cosmetology school here. I mean, I just want to do creative
things and like using my hands. I can’t pick a definitive time when I began
making art, it is a childhood past time. My mother says I was two. I had my
first art show at 18 years old in Billings at Cafe Jones. So the more I can
make paintings and not have to do other mundane things or work under
other people the better. It has gone well for me, makes me very happy.
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I’d like to
think that
raising my
kids here
was a good
choice.
kirksgrocery.com

SD What is your next project after this exhibition?
ED I was delighted to work on a mural downtown on the second story of a restaurant exterior, that
restaurant being Perch. When there is a good stretch of weather, I will get back up there and finish
it. It is nearly complete. I’m guessing that will be the first order of business after I extract this art
show from the ethers. I’d like to do more murals. I have a few other projects lined up that are for
special events during the summer and also to honor our friend, David Cleaves, a local musician who
passed away. The memory of him is sparking a series of lovely art and music related endeavors
around town.
SD What would you change about Billings?

Billings is kind of
malleable, it is ready
to take form. You sort
of have to make your
own fun.

ED I’d like downtown Billings to be more lively. People
should be able to shop downtown after five, when many
are getting oﬀ work, so there is a more lively environment
during week days with people walking around shopping
and dining. The west end should not be the only place to
buy clothes and things during evenings after five. I’d like to
see street performers around town on weekends, clothing racks pushed outside, music everywhere,
street food, and more fun and games. What if bars had their own vans and drivers bringing people
in and dropping them back oﬀ out there to prevent DUI’s in a town where we encourage people to
drink our beer? I’d like to see the population more eager to support new endeavors. I’d like to see
art installations everywhere. I want to be surrounded in friendly Montana motherfuckers who feel
happy about our diversity, then we develop our own culture around being awesome.

SD What do you love about Billings?

I’d like to see
issues with
the homeless
population
addressed
humanely.
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ED I love how I can leave town in any direction and be in a magical place
of abject beauty. I love nature. I like the Rimrocks. I like living where there
is a significant Native population, which we ought to be propping up and
holding in great reverence. Some of the most eccentric and creative
people I have ever met come from this place. The people here are raw,
there is an authenticity, a lack of superficial flare and no attachment to big
trendy fashion, very little celebrity worship or idolization of these
Hollywood shitbags.
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Michael Birdinground
Winter Song:
I stand on the flowered summit of adulthood.
Never before, has such a weight been draped above and around my neck.
In my hands, flutter the ashes of those who escaped my arms.
Veiling the surface of riverstones below.
My shoulders, are cold to the touch and my eyes shutter at the sight of undisturbed snow for another 400
miles.
My story is long, but my journey is longer.
I look back and I see a winding trail of footsteps.
I see my pink hands, pleading for the warmth of a fire or home.
My face bears the rough shell of wind scars and peeling skin.
I hum bittersweet melodies, keeping the dwindling flame of my childhood wonder from falling in on itself.
I let myself imagine the interior of a log cabin. Safety and peace of mind.
Nobody can fill the gap between me and my loved ones at the bottom.
The bird in my horns.
Their voices reverberate through the flat plain of white in front of me.
The strings pulled tight in my eyes.
I see people, friends and partners holding me close and telling me I've walked far enough.
I see a home and a life that I can call mine, along with a warm bowl of soup.
Clouds of breath trickle down the front of my jacket.
Below me is more walking, and I'm high enough to see it won't be the end.
I gather my thoughts and put them back in my bag.
Between the sticks and bones I found along the way.
One day I'll have my soup.
One day I'll sleep in my warm house.
One day I will teach my youth the same melodies I hum today. They will breathe new life.
One day my ashes will fly from the very summit I stand on.
Be the rain, be the storm, rain teardrops on me.
Be the cold, be the snow in my boots.
Push your fingers through my spine.
Be the fire, be the pins and needles through my fingertips.
Be the light, the golden sun. A fluorescent sacrifice.
Tear me apart and put me back together as many times as you need.
Give me just enough courage to keep walking, but not enough to run.
Set me free into the wild blue yonder.
Send forth blizzards and wind.
I will not fall.
I do not believe in God.
I believe in me.
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MARAUD
I’m wearing some
dirty black cargo
pants, dirty black
boots, a greenish
brown jacket with
some pins on it and
a grey shirt with my
buddy’s old logo for
their project.

Maraud is an, artist, musician, friend, and wonderful
conversationalist.
Shane de leon How did you end up in Billings, MT playing noise
music or whatever the style of music you play?

Maraud I was born here in Billings, lived in Lockwood, a good chunk
of my life here and ended up through the joys of the internet finding
music that gradually got more and more and more out there and
extreme. Eventually figured out that it could be done by one person.
That I could just make it myself. I didn’t need a band. I had
experimented with getting friends together, when I was younger, to
do noise, or industrial, or power electronics. There was never really
the same sort of passion, so eventually, I decided to start doing it on
my own, trying to get as much equipment as I could. Whether it be
through thrift shopping, or ordering stuﬀ oﬀ of Ebay, wherever I could, getting guitar pedals and
drum machines. Going out and finding pieces of metal, raiding the garage, and finding anything that
could make sound. It was pretty much a solo journey. For the longest time I never really knew of
anybody who was doing this here.
SD Is Matt Taggart someone you came up with?
M He had been doing Harsh Noise for a
few years prior, I want to say five years,
before I started doing my own thing. There
was a chance interaction online where I
was looking for stuﬀ on MySpace locally,
anything experimental, or industrial, or
noise, and happen chance found some of
the stuﬀ that he was dong and went to a
show of his where we met for the first
time. That was my first noise show and I
was blown away. Not only that he was
doing something interesting but simple
fact that I wasn’t alone.
SD What are some of the names of your
earlier projects?
M I had started oﬀ using just random little
names. Whatever I could find to be
descriptive of what I was doing. For a
good portion of my early art and music
and sound, I didn’t release anything. There
were some performances here and there,
maybe, like five or six, when I was
younger. It was always someone who
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wanted me to be on a bill, because they thought what I was doing was interesting, but no-one else
fucking cared. I had a project prior to that called Cranial Drill. That was the name I had settled on
when I decided to start releasing stuﬀ, or at the very least, record to release. A lot of that material
ended up sitting for quite some time before it got released, long after I abandoned that project
name. I played some shows as Cranial Drill and that was just to be as loud, and abrasive, and
obnoxious as possible. I tried to do diﬀerent things with it, but for the most part, it was just very
hostile towards everyone around me, because I got tired of the punk bands, and the metal bands,
and the butt rock bands, that were so prevalent. The people who try to claim they were out there
and then they’d just rip oﬀ Frank Zappa. It was always so unsatisfying. Influences… I was
influenced by Throbbing Gristle, and Skinny Puppy early on, and then started finding more artists,
as I grew older, and got deeper into the scene, if you will, or understanding that there was a scene
of do-it-yourself artists, who just would, record themselves, make their own releases, and put shit
out on their own. A lot of Whitehouse and Sutcliﬀe Jugend, Genocide Organ, and Einsterzende
Neubauten has always been a big one, still a big influence cause they were always evolving. That’s
something I’ve always strived to do with my my music is to never stagnate and just do the same shit
over and over again. It gets old.
SD What are you trying to do with Maraud currently?
M Maraud is my main project, and it’s very much about giving a voice to the history of, not only
myself as an American Indian or indigenous person, but being able to channel the hostility and rage
that I feel towards colonial America and this society that we live in that is based upon White
Supremacy and Anti-Indigenous ideology. I feel that it’s necessary to explore these themes that
might not be touched upon in such an honest way by people who have no idea of the culture or the
history because they haven’t lived it. They have only read about it or can only pay tribute to it, as
opposed to really speaking from those viewpoints.
SD I really enjoy Maraud’s music which uses recordings of your Uncles, and I think your father…
M Grandfather and grand Uncle along with media related to indigenous history and indigenous
present.
SD What do you like about Billings and what would you change about Billings?
M I was born here and I’ve seen a lot of things wrong with Billings. There is a lot of racism towards
people of color, especially that of indigenous peoples. A lot of backwards thinking in the general
culture but also the art and music culture. A lot of it is incestuous and regressive. There are a lot of
people who do not want to explore new ideas and are complacent and far too comfortable with
whatever their views or ideas may be, whether that be in daily life, or art mediums, music, what
have you. The things that I like, there’s no sales tax, so that’s nice. What arts and culture there are
around here, they are very honest. That is one thing that, for better or worse, about the people of
Billings is that they are honest. If somebody is an asshole, they are gonna let you know right away
that they are an asshole. If somebody is kind-hearted and gracious, and courteous, they are gonna
let you know. Whether through verbally telling you, which may come oﬀ as disingenuous, but
oftentimes, through their actions, and because actions speak louder then words, there are a lot of
people who try to pretend they are something they are not, or put on a charade, in other places in
Montana, where Billings is much more direct. What you see is what you get.
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TODD FORSGREN
Todd Forsgren’s Conflicting Systems at Kirks’ Grocery, April 2 - May 21, 2021.
Todd Forsgren uses photography to examine themes of ecology, perceptions of landscape, and social
justice while striving to strike a balance between art history and natural history. Todd is a professor at Rocky
Mountain College, has studied biology and visual arts at Bowdoin College, and has a MFA in photography from
J.E. Purkyne University.

SD What’s an interesting art object you’ve found in Rocky Mountain College’s Art Dept.?
TF Hmm… So many interesting art objects that have found their way to Rocky. The lovely pieces
that Mark Moak and Jim Baken have made, yes. But also the connections that they’ve made to the
community…. Pre-Columbian artifacts that I hope to exhibit soon before repatriating. The work of a
tinker who lived down by the tracks and who they gave an exhibition to in the late ‘90s (name
pending Jim Baken’s edit!). And a generation of students. I’m so honored to be taking up their
tradition.
SD Since moving to Montana has anything in particular struck you for inspiration?
TF Inspiration. To be close to the Yellowstone River. This sort of leads me to your next question, so
I’m cheating a bit. That next question is “what’s a project you’re working on right now?” I could talk
about the work I’m wrapping up about oceans. But I’m so psyched to work on a project about the
Yellowstone River watershed. My goal is to wrap together a project about the history of photography
and the history of this auspicious watershed.
SD What’s a project you’re working on right now?
TF It’s still just in my mind: a few rolls of film and a few snaps on my phone and some ideas in my
head, so that’s as fresh and unformed as I can get!
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LEAH TINARI
Leah Tinari’s Filling The Void at Kirks’ Grocery, April 2 - May 21.
Leah Tinari is an artist based in New York, NY. Since
graduating from RISD in 1998 Tinari has documented
her life and friends through photos and paintings that
capture the energy and exuberance of her
surroundings.
I first saw Leah’s work while housesitting in Los Angeles
in 2015. It was a painting of two women catching a
perfect buzz, with melting ice cubes, and Dead Moon tshirts. The expressions on their faces are joyous, a bit
reckless, and totally real. Leah captures people in the
moment, yet the 10 new pieces she has provided to
Kirks’ Grocery are devoid of those fun-loving
characters. These are Covid isolation paintings; empty
landscapes, broken chairs, concrete blocks, brightly
colored pool floaties, and a personified hot dog
covering himself in condiments.

SD: What’s your newest obsession or technique you are exploring in your art?
LT: My newest technique for exploring my art has really been brought on by the challenges of being
home more due to my son in remote school for a year now. A lot of time and isolation so I was
focusing inward and using what I had at my fingertips and the idea of "the feminist homemaker" so
making new art with my body, self portraiture, food, video etc... exploring and pushing my
boundaries outside of my comfort zone almost like a new visual language for myself.
SD: Who are some of your favorite living artists?
LT: Some of my favorite living artists... David Hockney, Mara Hoﬀman, Lydia Ricci, Carl D'Alvia,
Lexie Smith
SD: What’s a typical creative day for you?
LT: A typical creative day for me would be to write a little bit in the morning after coﬀee and my
brain lights up, maybe make artwork at the house and the I try to sneak out to the studio for a bit
while my son is doing school on-line. There I listen to records and paint, mostly I have been painting
in gouache on paper in a larger scale which has been fun.
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North Pole Records
are available at Kirks’ Grocery and kirksgrocery.com
Out Now! NPR 43 Miss Massive Snowflake - Your Favorite Band - LP, cassette, and digital

Upcoming in 2021
NPR 45 36? / Laura Hickli - split 12” and digital
NPR 47 Jack Cannon - 1/4” - XLR -cassette and digital
NPR 48 Miss Massive Snowflake - Candle - 7” vinyl and digital
northpolerecords.com
facebook.com/northpolerecords
instagram.com/northpolerecords
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REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Stereo Total
Françoise Cactus passed away February 17, 2021, in
her Berlin home, at the age of 57. She made up half of
the duo, Stereo Total, along with Brezel Göring.
Françoise played drums and sang in Stereo Total, and
was a self-described anti-diva, who brought joy to
people’s lives through her cosmopolitan, lo-fi, technopop, chanteuse party-vibes. I first experienced Stereo
Total in Portland, OR, at the Satyricon in 1999, when
Rollerball opened for them, and Francoise borrowed
Gilles’ drums. Stereo Total’s music isn’t about
technique, or instrument proficiency, but the song, and
the vibe, and the punk rock heart. That is what they
brought to the table, every time.
I have followed their career with every album that came
out since then, and I love them all. Stereo Total have
brought me more instant dance parties than anyone,
even Prince. I can’t recommend this band enough. I promise they will bring a smile to your face and
a dance into your step. It’s everything cool and cheeky, fun and irreverent, and totally danceable at
once. It’s hard to describe the feeling when a loved artist dies. The sadness is there, I even cried at
this one, but the joy to know there is already so much good music to continue sharing with friends,
and the world, is intoxicating. Do yourself a favor and check out Stereo Total.
Find it at www.stereototal.de
Zenitram, Jr. - Pinch Point
Much like Stereo Total, who uses electro-punk
alongside linguistic cultural skewering, Zenitram Jr.’s
latest EP takes direct aim at the Alt-Right, and the
Internet political combat arena, with tight head bobbing
beats, fuzzed bass, and enough dry wit to bring
multiple-multiple chuckles a song. Keith Martinez has
been making this focused art-punk, comedic dance,
pop stuff for a decade now, between Portland, OR and
Bozeman, MT. It’s critical, intelligent, humorous, and
just fun to listen to.
Find it at zenitram.bandcamp.com.
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Spring 2021 Hours

Open Wednesday to Saturday, 1 - 7 pm, or by appointment.
Upcoming Livestream events, 7 pm MST @kirksgrocery on Facebook, Twitch, Youtube
March 19 - Emily Davidson and Brian Keith Scott
April 16 - Todd Forsgren Conflicting Systems
May 7 - Leah Tinari Filling The Void

Kirks’ Grocery Exhibitions 2021
March 5 – 26 Emily Davidson / Brian Keith Scott
April 2 – May 21 Todd Forsgren / Leah Tinari
June 4 – July 16 Gordon McConnell
July 21 – 23 the [ dive.Art ] Project
August 6 – September 17 Extraction: Art on The Edge of the Abyss
October 1 – November 19 Cathryn McIntyre / Joshua Paulsen
December 3 – 24 Sean Chandler / Mary Serbe

Kirks’ Grocery is an art gallery, social center, record store, and performance space. We sell art
by local and international artists, and stock records, tapes, cds, books, t-shirts, and ephemera
with a lean towards experimental, international, and odd stuff.
Kirks’ Grocery is proud to host a community refrigerator so anyone can access free food during
our open hours. We require masks and are happy to provide one for you.
kirksgrocery.com
facebook.com/kirksgrocery
instagram.com/kirksgrocery
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Leah Tinari
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